Federal Council 


BULLEIIN 


Vol. XVII, No. 4 


April, Pee cea Toad 


The Eternal God and the Present Hour 


Albert W. Palmer 


EDITORIALS 


The Churches and “the Next War” 
The Christian Home in a Time of Stress 
Grave News from German Protestantism 


The Church and Labor To-day 


A JOURNAL OF INTERCHURCH COOPERATION 
Ra RN 8 ET EE RSET 


Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national meet- 
ings of church organizations, so far as known to the 
BULLETIN, is published monthly in this column. 


FEDERAL CouNcIL or CHURCHES, DEPARTMENT OF 
EVANGELISM 


Golumbusy (Ola: sae enti era res April 3-5 


GENERAL CONFERENCE, METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CuurcH, SOUTH 


acksOnelViiss ener een een April 26-May 7 

FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, EXECUTIVE Com- 
MITTEE 

Newsy ork, eNVpYeue aera eee see April 27 


GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE CoLoreD METHODIST 
EPIscopAL CHURCH 


Sty Leowish Mo.ahe.. mesic atta nrcn ety ae eat May 1 
ComMuNITY CHuRcH WorKERS OF THE U. S. A. 

Kansas. City, omewer aire ae May 16-18 
CuHuRCH CONFERENCE OF SocrAL Work 

Kansasn@ity: aloe emen en erieeae ,.May 20-26 
NorTHERN Baptist CoNVENTION 

RochestenaiNicmY ocean May 23-29 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

Bess 

GlevelandROMn wrsact mites Cece May 24-29 
GENERAL SynoD, ReroRMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Grandi Rapids: Mich er errs. s tee June 7-12 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Oxtord#O.e0 tee ere ee ee ee June 20-27 


GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE CONGREGATIONAL AND 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


OberlinnOs aerce acest see June 21-27 


Union oF REFORMED CHURCH IN THE U. S. AND THE 
EVANGELICAL Synop oF N. A. 


Cleveland 30... tte. os ea nel ee June 26, 27 
Baptist Wortp ALLIANCE 
Berlin Gesmanyeaen-cce oe ane eee August 4-10 


TentTH NATIONAL CONVENTION, EVANGELICAL BrotH- 
ERHOOD, EVANGELICAL Synop or N. A, 


Milwaukeey Wists: -4 seo. August 21-24 

GENERAL CONFERENCE, SEVENTH Day Baptist 
CHURCHES 

Salemi ¥ Wav. ae se tucte orice ee August 21-26 
NationaL Baptist ConvENTION 

Oklahoma City, Okla............. September 4-9 
Unitep CHuRCH oF CANADA, GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Kingston, Ont., Canada,........ September 12-21 
GENERAL CONFERENCE, EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

Alero). sivas: niygins ene aeaaed yn October 4-13 
Unitep LuTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Savannah sGa ference eae October 17 


FepERAL CoUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN 
AMERICA, BIENNIAL MEETING 


Dayton, Oneeoe eeen con ace iet December 4-7 


Table of Contents 


VOL. XVII. APRIL, 10934 No. 4 
FBEPORIALS .Q0u... 9h... amen » Aen. . eee 
ARTICLES 
The Eternal God and the Present Hour...... 6 
By Albert W. Palmer 
The Churches and the Traffic in Arms,....... 7 
Rural» Life-Sunday May 6esmrrsresisseeees 8 
Protestantism and Social Welfare............ 9 
State-Wide Convocations Promote Unity..... 9 
Dr GulickHoncted 2) epee ean enae 10 
Church Conference of Social Work.......... 12 
Catholics, Protestants, Jews Join in “Brother- 
need Day tos nin ceiice acrce iene eee 12 
AMONG THE Best NEw Books.............. hoon see) 


Federal Council Bulletin 


Issued Monthly, except July and August, by The 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America 


Publication Office, 


Editorial and Executive Offices, 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 


105 East 22nd St., New York City. 
Subscription Price, One Dollar a Year 


SAMUEL McCrea Cavert, Editor 
ArEnrip A. SANBORN P 4 
Wares WV an Kine Associate Editors 


Cuartes S. MacrarLanp, Book Review Editor 
Benson Y. Lanopis, Business Manager 


Contributing Editors: 


Other Secretaries of the Federal Council of 
Churches as follows: 


Roy B. Guitp 
CuHartes L. Goopeti 
WortH M. Tippy 
Swney L. Guticx 
F. Ernest JoHNSON 
GEORGE E. Haynes 


Henry S. Lerrer 

James Myers 

KATHERINE GARDNER 

CHARLES C. COLE 

L. Foster Woop 

Frank C. GoopMAN 

JESSE M. Baper Irvine K. MercHant 

ANNE SEESHOLTZ Wit1am R. Kinc 
(Council of Women for (Home Missions Council) 

Home Missions) 


Published monthly, except July and August, by The 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. Pub- 
lication office, Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. Editorial and executive 
offices, 105 East 22nd St., New York. Entered as second 
class matter September 14, 1933, at the Post Office at Dobbs 
Ferry, N. Y., under the Act of March 3rd, 1879. Acceptance 
for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 


1103, Act of October 3, 1927, Authorized July 3, s:918. 


FEDERAL CounciL BULLETIN 


A Journal of Religious Cooperation and Interchurch Activities 


Issued Monthly, except July and August, by 
THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 


Publication Office: Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 
Editorial and Executive Offices: 105 East 22nd Street, New York City. 


Organized for the purpose of manifesting “the essential oneness of the Christian Churches of 
America in Jesus Christ as their divine Lord and Savior, and to promote the spirit 
of fellowship, service and codperation among them.” 


Vou. XVII, No. 4 


Aprit, 1934 


THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


A Prayer of Youth 


ATHER! the day will swiftly come 
When I must be 
Out on the battlefield of life, 
Which none may flee; 
Prepare me in my fresh, strong youth 
With spirit free, 
To hear the call and take my part, 
Right manfully. 


Not on the crimson field of death, 
I ask for fame, 

With passing honors of an hour, 
And lauded name, 

But on the common ground of life 
Would put to shame 

The false, the mean, unworthy thing 
With steadfast aim. 


Dear God, I need not wait for this, 
For now and here, 

Thy trumpet rings right through my soul 
Its mandate clear, 

To front the wrongs within myself 
And those most near, 

That I may stand in future strife 
Faultless of fear. 


O Spirit of the Living Christ, 
To thee I pray; 
Gird me as thou didst gird of old, 
In thine array, 
The heroes of the truth divine 
For their stern fray, 
And help me now to fight thy fight 
And win the day. 
—Walter J. Mathams. 


The Churches and ‘‘the Next War’’ 


VERYWHERE PEOPLE are talking 
KE about the next war. Many are saying 
that another world war is inevitable. 
There is much to support the view that 
nations are headed toward another war. Com- 
petition in armaments is once more in progress. 
Billions of dollars are being spent for war 
preparations. 

What, it is asked, are the churches doing 
about all this? Can’t the churches stop the 
present trend toward military conflict? Four 
concrete things at least it seems to us they can 
do, in addition to their constant efforts to 
change the spirits and the hearts of men. 

First, they can oppose the increased naval ex- 
penditures which are authorized by the Vinson 
bill but which have not yet been actually voted. 
The Federal Council is taking a strong stand at 
this point. 

Second, the churches can give vigorous sup- 
port to the movement for an investigation of 
the munitions industry. The Federal Council 
is pursuing this policy energetically. It seems 
only reasonable that the efforts of governments 
to reduce armaments should not be interfered 
with by the agents of armament manufacturers 
who busy themselves in stirring up interna- 
tional hatred and ill will so that they may sell 
more guns and armour plate and poison gases. 

Third, the churches can urge our govern- 
ment (as the Federal Council is urging it) to 
sponsor a policy designed to embargo arms and 
credits to nations that resort to war in violation 
of their peace pledges. The Senate, a short 
time ago, approved the so-called arms embargo 
legislation under the terms of which the Presi- 
dent is given the power to prevent the shipment 
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of arms to nations bent ttpon making war. This 
principle should now be extended to the making 
of loans, public and private, to nations embark- 
ing upon a program of military aggression. 
Fourth, the churches can continue to give 
their support (as the Federal Council is doing) 
to President Roosevelt’s proposal that the na- 
tions enter into an international pact of non- 
aggression. It will be said by certain critics 
that this business of signing pacts is a useless 
procedure. Why, it is asked, should nations 
sign more pacts when the pacts already signed 
have not in certain instances prevented recourse 
to war! In answering this question it should 
be remembered that the peace movement is in 
its infancy. Every pact that is signed tends to 
strengthen the people’s will to peace. If this 
process is continued long enough, we’ll pres- 
ently discover that the will to peace is more 
powerful and persuasive than the will to war. 
Nothing would so please the professional mili- 
tarists as the knowledge that the people who 
bear the brunt and cruelties of war had 
despaired of the process of signing peace pacts. 
For this, if for no other reason, popular sup- 
port should be given to the President’s proposed 
international treaty of non-aggression. 


The Christian Home in a Time of Stress 


HE WINDS are blowing hard in the 
world to-day, and they threaten to blow 
harder. What of the place of Christian- 

ity in such a time? Can it weather storms of 
opposition and maintain itself in the midst of 
world turmoil? 

Let us not forget that the Christian religion 
arose in a time of stress, at the end of one epoch 
and the beginning of another, and grew in the 
face of persecution and crucifixion, Its 
strength is in breasting the currents of the 
world’s life, not in drifting with the stream. It 
may be more endangered by times of prosperity 
and ease than of difficulty. This is no plea for 
social misery and physical suffering in the inter- 
est of our souls, but a recognition of the fact 
that the function of Christianity is not to build 
comfortable institutions adjusted to the mood 
of the times and conformed to the world, but 
to present a world-renewing challenge. When 
it makes peace with its natural enemies, such as 
war, exploitation and complacency, it is more 
imperilled than when it faces difficult times and 
moves out to struggle for a better day. 
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A time of decay of other forms of social 
organization means that more emphasis must 
be laid upon the quiet cultivation of home fel- 
lowships which nourish the life of the spirit. 
The home must be continually laying founda- 
tions of a better world in the hearts of its mem- 
bers, so that when the storms of the world rage 
with unusual severity the domestic refuge from 
outer storm may become all the more secure. 
The Christian home has lived through the 
wreck of more than one civilization, and is our 
best anchor in the present and our best assur- 
ance of better days to come. 

Moreover, in the home must be developed 
those essential Christian attitudes without 
which all our other well-meant schemes for 
world-betterment will prove inadequate. The 
sharing spirit for which the home stands is a 
tragic need of a world with much to share but 
too much rapacity to permit the sharing. In 
the home also are worked out techniques for the 
settlement of differences. These techniques and 
the attitudes that reinforce them promise the 
utmost for all larger social units such as 
churches, nations, and races. The true home is 
constantly generating those values upon which 
the possibility of a well-ordered social life de- 
pends. Psychologically it provides the keys to 
the understanding of the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of mankind. When 
hatred, strife, disorder, and disaster are ramp- 
ant it is time to cultivate all the more a brother- 
heartedness like that of the home. 

The home as the nursery of the Christian 
religion has also a significance for public leader- 
ship in times of difficulty,—it must be produc- 
ing men and women who can be trusted. There 
is not so much a lack of ability in leadership as 
a widespread and appalling lack of integrity, 
and of devotion to the public trust in govern- 
ment, the professions, business, and industry. 
This situation is a summons to the Christian 
home as a character-building and society-build- 
ing force. 


The Church and Labor To-day 


TEADILY THE national recovery pro- 
S gram advances to a crisis. The President 
has made what has the appearance of an 
almost desperate appeal to the industrialists of 
the country to save the NRA from a failure 
of its objectives by hastening reémployment 
through the reduction of hours without lower- 
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ing wages. Daily it is becoming more evident 
that the appeal to social motive—the call to 
conscience and to intelligence—is not enough. 
Now that business is reviving and profits are 
‘ mounting’ we face the unhappy spectacle of 
industry accepting the benefits of recovery 
without the concurrent obligation to employ 
more labor. 

The National Industrial Recovery Act made 
provision for implementing the voluntary code 
procedure in the now famous Section 7. The 
intent of that section would seem to be wholly 
clear: that labor is not to be denied the right to 
deal collectively with its employers through 
freely chosen representatives. Congress thus 
wrote into law a principle long advocated by the 
churches. This section is of the essence of the 
recovery program. Discriminating observers 
know well that a strong, responsible labor move- 
ment that will insure adequate purchasing 
power to wage-earners is an indispensable fac- 
tor in recovery. 

The churches have never been partisan on 
the side of labor—more often their influence 
has been conspicuously thrown on the side of 
privilege and power. But the right of collec- 
tive action on an adequate scale is explicit in the 
Social Ideals of the Churches and in the decla- 
rations of many church bodies. Not only so, 
but the Federal Council and some of its strong- 
est constituent bodies have declared that the 
organization of labor for collective action is 
socially desirable and worthy of moral support. 
The Roman Catholic Church has gone further 
in this respect than have Protestant bodies but 
some of the latter have spoken in very definite 
terms. Noteworthy among these are the fol- 
lowing: 

“We hold it as a truth verified in experience that 
labor must organize effectively not only to protect its 
own rights but what is equally or even more important, 
to better understand its own duties and responsibilities 
and so guard against and prevent conditions which end 
in ruinous strikes.” (General Convention of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, 1925.) 

“To recognize the principle [of collective bargaining ] 
without supporting some method that will make it 
effective is but to mock the hopes and struggles of the 
workers with barren words and to deserve their indig- 
nation and contempt.” (General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 1916.) 


The demand that the Church be impartial is 
always just: to ask that it be meutral is another 
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matter. In the present situation, with labor’s 
fundamental rights so widely denied, and at 
the threatened cost of a thwarted recovery pro- 
gram, neutrality would be immoral. The 
churches now have an opportunity to register 
moral judgment in a crucial issue—and to win 
the right to influence and guide the labor move- 
ment of the future. 


Grave News from German Protestantism 


HE NEWS from Germany is dismaying, 
indicating a considerable measure of de- 
feat of the forces in the Protestant 

Church devoted to the historic, universal and 
evangelical Christian faith. Propaganda, 
threats, ruthless force and the breaking of 
promises have characterized the battle against 
the brave pastors who have dared to put alle- 
giance to Christ ahead of obedience to Chancel- 
lor Hitler and the Reichsbishop. The constitu- 
tions of the various synods have been abolished 
by decree of the Reichsbishop. The actions of 
the Pastors’ Emergency Federation and the 
Pastors’ Fraternity in the Rhineland having 
been evidence of determined resistance to the 
racializing and coercing of the Church, means 
were taken to break up these organizations. 
The secret police provided the needed evidence 
of “disloyalty” on the part of leaders of these 
groups. 

One is reminded of the days in Korea when 
Christian pastors were arrested for singing “O 
Worship the King” because the Japanese police 
thought their worship should be directed to the 
Emperor! A Protestant pastor has been ar- 
rested for praying in his pulpit, “God bless our 
misguided Reichsbishop.” 

One of the later developments is a decree 
completely centralizing the administration of 
the Church in the hands of the Reichsbishop 
and his “chief of staff’? (sic), Bishop Heinrich 
Oberheid. 

The selection of those students who are to 
be permitted to study for the ministry is an- 
nounced to have been placed in the hands of 
the leaders of “Hitler Youth.” If this is true, 
it represents the most sinister development yet 
in the tragic misfortunes of the German 
churches. For the leaders of this frankly 
nationalistic and increasingly pagan organiza- 
tion make no secret of their desire to make God 
salute Hitler if He wishes to have an official 
place in German life. 
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The Eternal God and the Present Hour 


By Albert W. Palmer 


President, Chicago Theological Seminary* 


present hour! I mean by Godless just what 

the word means in its barest outline: to be 
Godless is to have God subtracted from you. To be 
without God is to have a world-view in which there 
is no unifying power and no central intelligence; it is 
to have no moral code beyond the passing whim or 
temporary expediency; to live a life within which there 
glows no larger hope and beneath which is no under- 
girding purpose. 

We to-day face tasks which, while of a different 
order, nevertheless require the same high courage and 
steadfast sense of duty that the Puritan drew from his 
sense of responsibility to God. How shall we build the 
better social order suited to a modern industrial age? 
How can we move forward into a planned economy 
and still preserve the heritages of liberty, free speech 
and independent thought? How can we make our great 
cities clean and beautiful, free them from gangsters 
and financial over-lords? How can we substitute racial 
justice and understanding for the present prejudice 
and discrimination? We have a greater commonwealth 
to build than even the Puritans conceived, for we must 
build the parliament of man, the federation of the 
world, and labor to the end that the tragic violence of 
war may not engulf the world again. How can we do 
these tasks, so much greater than the Puritans faced, 
unless we have a correspondingly greater conception 
and consciousness of God? 

Fortunately that greater conception of God is al- 
ready growing up about us. A new and nobler theism 
is on the way, and we shall not be left without God in 
the world. And the beauty of it is that this new sense 
of God comes in terms of the living present and speaks 
with an authority which cannot be flouted or ignored. 

For instance, every boy in high school recognizes that 
there is something in the universe that guarantees the 
truths of mathematics, that makes two and two make 
four, that guarantees that NaCl is the permanent 
formula for salt—it does not make gunpowder to-mor- 
row and molasses candy the day after that, but reliably 
and dependably, salt. Well, this is God! Not all there 
is of God, to be sure, but God, nevertheless, revealed 
on the level of mathematics, chemistry or physics. 
Ascending to the biological level, we find not chaos but 
a marvelously ordered life process, evoking from a 
microscopic cell, for example, all the intricate organs 
and correlated activities of an animal body. Think of 
the wise, delicate and reliable power, for instance, 
which, out of this bird’s egg, with its less than a thimble- 
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ful of living matter, develops, generation after genera- 
tion, that veery thrush whose haunting song almost pulls 
the heart out of you in the spring twilight in the woods! 
Well, the power that does that is God—not all of God 
but so much of Him as can be revealed on the biologi- 
cal level. 

But there is more in the universe than can be made 
manifest by mathematics, chemistry, physics or biology 
—there is man! What do we find on the human level? 
We find conscious intelligence, a sense of beauty, a 
moral idealism, a capacity for love and sacrifice, and a 
very wonderful creative ability to understand the opera- 
tions of nature and manipulate them to the production 
of new and often far-reaching results undreamed of 
before, as when man takes metal and wood and ivory, 
electricity and air, and combines them into a pipe-organ. 
Surely the power that not only created man in the first 
place but keeps on creating him and sustaining him, 
generation after generation, cannot be less intelligent, 
less moral, less sensitive to the great values of love and 
beauty, in a word less personal, than the creature who 
exhibits these qualities! This, too, is God—revealed 
at last in human terms and on the level of personality. 

Now such a God is no far-off traditional figure, how- 
ever venerable, handed down from the long ago, about 
whom we may calmly debate as to whether we believe 
in Him or not. Quite the contrary! He is one from 
whom we cannot possibly escape and to whose laws 
and activity we are constantly adjusting our lives. This 
becomes startlingly true when we suddenly realize that 
just as potent and inexorable as the laws of mathe- 
matics or the natural sciences are the laws of the social 
sciences, the exact workings of which are becoming 
clearer every day. 

This, then, is the great bugle call of courage and good 
cheer which religion brings to men in this present hour: 
There is a God! And He is here—a living, inescapable, 
contemporary reality! He stands revealed not only in 
the vast cosmic order but is also manifest in economic 
laws, in social processes, in international relationships. 
When we discover that successful industry depends 
upon increasing the purchasing power of the masses 
and that, without a prosperous agricultural population, 
manufacturing must lose half its market; when we find 
that production depends upon morale, and morale on a 
sense of fair treatment by labor and a sharing in the 
processes and results of production; when we awaken 
to the fact that the waste of war is inevitably greater 
than any gain and that violence always raises far more 
problems than it solves; when we learn how superficial 
are racial differences and how deep-lying are the com- 
mon human likenesses and universal problems; when 
we do these things we are discovering God! 


- 
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There is something in the universe which is on the 
side of decency, honor and goodwill; something which 
is urging men on to see the wisdom of replacing greed 
and cruelty by an orderly and just society; something 
which increasingly arouses the conscience of the world 
against war and pushes on toward an organized and 
peaceful world. That something is God! We live in 
the day of a new revelation coming to men in terms of 
these great social goals and ideals. God did not say 
all He had to say day before yesterday—He is saying 
new and larger things to-day as He calls on men to 
write new codes of social welfare and replace the crude 
and cruel disorder of the past with better civilization 
built on human values and obedient to the moral law. 
Men are saying that we are in the midst of a great 
revolution—the religious truth is that we are in the 
midst of a great revelation, if our eyes are not too blind 
to see and our ears too deaf to hear! 

We really ought to have a spontaneous far-spread 
revival of religion as this conception of the contempo- 
rary living God takes fire among our clergy and kindles 
to a flame in the mind of youth. Once we realize that 
life need not be a dreary routine, a boresome round of 
tawdry pleasures, a mere slavery to economic necessity, 
but may become a creative adventuring in behalf of 
God and in company with Him, new arts may bloom 
and new explorations into hitherto undreamed of nobil- 
ity of living. “All things are possible—with God!” 


The Churches and 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS. Commission was 
A appointed in 1921 to inquire into the problem 

of the private manufacture of arms. The re- 
port declared that armament firms have been active in 
fomenting war scares and in persuading their own 
countries to adopt warlike policies and to increase their 
armaments; have attempted to bribe government offi- 
cials both at home and abroad; have disseminated false 
reports concerning the military and naval programs of 
various countries in order to stimulate armament ex- 
penditure; have sought to influence public opinion 
through the control of newspapers in their own and 
foreign countries; have organized international arma- 
ment rings through which the armaments race has been 
accentuated by deliberately playing off one country 
against another. 

In the light of the foregoing, the conviction is grow- 
ing that permanent world justice and peace will not be 
attained until the arms and munitions industry is placed 
under strict international control. A preliminary step 
in this direction would seem to be to place before the 
American public all of the essential facts regarding the 
manufacture, sale, distribution, import or export of 
arms, munitions, and other implements of war. 

A resolution looking toward such an investigation has 
been introduced in the Senate. The Executive Com- 
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Almost anything may happen if we recover Him. A 
new and unexpected level of emergent evolution might 
be reached if we tap this new source of energy and 
courage. 

Every vital religion must have some doctrine of the 
real presence of God, The ancient Hebrews symbolized 
it with the Shekinah above the ark in the holy of holies 
and the Roman Catholics keep the idea alive with their 
doctrine of the Mass. One almost trembles with excite- 
ment and spiritual joy to think what might happen to 
Protestantism if it once really penetrated to our millions 
of adherents that the living God is really present, not 
on some candle-lighted altar amid incense and ritual, 
but out there in the street, on the main highways of life 
where questions of politics, wages, social justice, racial 
fair play and war and peace are to be decided. 

Protestantism really faces a great parting of the ways 
to-day. The opportunity is hers to lift up a great doc- 
trine of the real presence of God in the vast sacrament 
of life and summon men to go out into the adjustment 
of all the issues and difficulties of modern life as those 
who deal with sacred things and are fellow-workers 
with God. This would be to find God on the altar of 
every struggle for better farming, better industry, better 
cities, better international relations and to proclaim 
Him so that men shall devote their lives to these high 
causes with a deep sense of religious consecration and 
mystical comradeship with God, 


the Traffic in Arms 


mittee of the Federal Council has recorded its approval 
of the proposed investigation. Many church bodies, in 
one way or another, have spoken their minds on the 
munitions industry. The World Peace Commission of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church holds “that it is noth- 
ing less than social insanity for any people to leave the 
manufacture of munitions to private individuals whose 
only hope of financial gain depends upon their sale, that 
is, upon war and war scares.” This Commission be- 
lieves that “the manufacture and sale of war munitions 
should be placed under government ownership and 
control.” The American Section of the World Alliance 
believes “that the manufacture, sale, and transporta- 
ion of arms and munitions should be taken out of the 
hands of private individuals or corporations and carried 
on only by government agencies under strict interna- 
tional control.” The Disciples of Christ strongly urge 
“federal control of the manufacture of all arms and 
munitions and the complete elimination of private 
profits from this bloody traffic.” The General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. be- 
lieves that the private manufacture of munitions of war 
should be prohibited. The Federal Council of the 
Churches, at its 1932 Quadrennial Meeting, recom- 
mended that the traffic in arms and munitions be placed 
under strict international control. 
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Walter W. Van Kirk, Secretary of the Federal Coun- 


cil’s Department of International Justice and Goodwill, 
in a recent public address in Washington, D. C., sup- 
ported the proposed investigation of the arms and 
munitions industry. ‘The churches are beginning to 
realize that permanent world peace will never come 
until the private manufacturers of military implements 
are placed under the restraint of law,’ Mr. Van Kirk 
said. “Those who manufacture and sell for private 
profit the guns and bayonets and poison gases with 
which our sons and daughters are slain upon the battle- 
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field are the enemies of public welfare. The traffic in 
arms and munitions is the world’s most disgraceful 
racket. A thoroughgoing investigation of the arma- 
ment racket would, I believe, shock the conscience of 
the nation. Such an investigation would doubtless 
reveal the fact that many of the persons who are always 
agitating for a big navy and who are busy day and 
night stirring up a devil’s brew of international rival- 
ries, hatreds and suspicions are the very persons who 
would realize a handsome profit in the manufacture and 
sale of the weapons of death.” 


Rural Life Sunday: May 6 


1934, is again to be observed as Rural Life 

Sunday. This is a modern emphasis of an 
ancient day, Rogation Sunday, which is being observed 
both in Catholic and Protestant churches. It is sig- 
nificant that a number of Catholic local churches are 
also using the term “Rural Life Sunday.” 

The Committee on Town and Country of the Home 
Missions Council and the Federal Council of Churches 
has again issued a leaflet giving suggestions for the 
observance of the day in churches and church schools. 
A complete order of service is printed as well as a 
bibliography. Single copies are available at 3c each; 
$1.00 in lots of 100, from the Home Missions Council, 
105 East 22d Street, New York. 

The leaflet also contains an impressive Message for 
Rural Life Sunday, written by Dr. Kenyon L. But- 
terfield. The following paragraphs indicate its view: 

“In view of the deep significance of the farmer’s 
task and the farmer’s plight, in our own country and 
in lands beyond the sea, what message has the Chris- 
tian Church? What can she say to the beleaguered 
farmers? And to the people of towns and cities on 
behalf of farmers? 

“Let every pulpit in the countryside preach and pray, 
and let the people highly resolve to act, that there may 
De: 


1. A fresh will that the economic depression shall not quench 
faith in the God of our fathers and our God; but, rather, 
awaken a new consciousness that ‘the earth is the Lord’s and 
the fullness thereof.’ 

2. A deepening of the personal religious life of each church 
member, a new appreciation of the essential religion of Jesus 
and of the meaning and power of His service, His trials, His 
sufferings, and His triumph over all that man could do unto 
Him, 

3. A renewed pride in the indispensable contributions which 
farmers make to the nation’s welfare; a keen sense of the duty 
of farmers to treat their land as if it were indeed ‘the holy 
earth’; a deep insight into the possibilities of ‘culture from the 
corn-lot.’ 

4. A determination to work with fellow-farmers for a full 
understanding of the problems involved in a cooperative cru- 
sade for economic arrangements that are just and fair to 
farmers. 


T's FIFTH SUNDAY after Easter, May 6, 


5. A full use of the opportunity which the depression offers 
for bringing the church to recognized leadership in the country- 
side, doing away with unnecessary and costly competition of 
sects, strengthening the educational work of the church, and in 
all ways giving the church new power in the rural community, 


“Tn all pulpits, rural and urban, let there be preach- 
ing, and prayer, and gifts, that shall result in the send- 
ing and the maintaining of increasing numbers of com- 
petent youth, properly prepared and deeply consecrated, 
to those lands where uncounted millions of the tillers 
of the soil, under-privileged in material need, walking 
often in darkness of mind and awed by constant fear, 
may be given the great message of our Gospel, the 
abiding friendliness and the unstinted service of great 
souls who know neither East nor West, color nor race, 
schooled nor illiterate, but seek through loyalty to Jesus, 
the Master, the common brotherhood of all mankind 
in a true Kingdom of God on earth.” 


Observance of Ascension Day 


Ascension Day, May 10, has been designated by the 
National Council of Federated Church Women as a day 
of special assembly, dedication to the tasks of the 
Kingdom, and prayer for Christian unity. This is the 
second annual observance of Ascension Day for these 
purposes by church women. 

Ascension Day recalls the exaltation of Christ and 
reminds His followers that His Commission to go into 
all the world, making disciples of all nations, was ac- 
companied with the promise of His abiding presence 
and power. In the confusion and uncertainty of the 
present hour the power and ultimate triumph of Christ 
constitute an inspiring and challenging message, and an 
all-sufficient motive for consecration and fellowship. 

Groups of church women everywhere, whether they 
have any affiliation with the National Council or not, 
are invited to join in this observance. Complete infor- 
mation, with suggested program, may be secured from 
Mrs. James T. Ferguson, President, R. A. Long Build. 
ing, Kansas City, Mo. 
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on the relation of the Protestant churches to 

social work was held at Calvary Church House, 
New York, on March 5, under the auspices of the 
Federal Council, with Rt. Rev. Charles K. Gilbert as 
chairman and Dr. Worth M. Tippy as executive secre- 
tary. It was attended by about sixty representatives of 
denominational departments dealing with social service 
and welfare work. 

Included in the findings was a call to the Protestant 
agencies of social work to develop a central codrdinat- 
ing body in every community, to make provision for 
surveys of Protestant social work in its entirety and to 
develop greater professional competence. The confer- 
ence went on record as supporting the principle that 
public funds, raised by taxation, should not be granted 
to private agencies, except in emergencies, and re- 
affirmed the historic Protestant policy of support for 
and close codperation with the welfare agencies of the 
community and of government. 

The full text of the recommendations was as follows: 


A N INTERDENOMINATIONAL conference 


1. In every community there should be a central codrdinating 
agency or welfare council, sufficiently comprehensive to include 
all Protestant welfare work. This agency should be a part of 
or affiliated with the church federation, where such exists, but 
officially inclusive of all Protestant denominations. There 
should be an experienced executive who is an accredited social 
worker and a devoted churchman. In smaller communities not 
able to maintain a council of churches or a salaried executive, 
it is recommended that a welfare council under volunteer or 
part-time leadership shall be created. 

2. Surveys should be made of Protestant social work in 
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communities, whenever possible by the communities themselves, 
but under a common master-plan and comparable schedules, 
so as to be able to combine the information gathered from 
community studies into national statistics. Statistics of Prot- 
estant social work should be continuously assembled, nationally 
as well as locally, and by use of comparable schedules. 

3. Our ministers are urged to participate in community 
social work and to lead their churches into cooperation. It is 
especially important for them to affiliate with their denomina- 
tional agency where it exists, and to codperate with the: district 
organization of the social agencies where their churches are 
located, and with the local administrators of public welfare. 
They should, of course, keep informed about their own church 
agencies and help them. 

4. In view of the continuance of unemployment during the 
current year, bringing distress’to multitudes of our homes, it is 
manifestly important that pastors and their workers shall keep 
in touch with their unemployed members and their families, 
and do their utmost in every way to help them or to get help 
for them. As a general principle, the churches should care for 
their own people, but knowing and utilizing to the full the 
resources of the community. 

In church social work and in the participation of the church 
in community welfare, care should be taken to include Negro 
churches and those of other minority racial groups. The 
Negro church is the principal social agency of this group, 

5. The churches should develop competency in social work, 
both for the sake of those they help and to make possible more 
effective codperation with the welfare agencies of the com- 
munity. Supervisory leadership in the denominations and in 
the local community should be professionally trained, prefer- 
ably in church training schools, and on a parity with the leader- 
ship of the social agencies. Volunteers should be trained. 

6. Public funds, raised by taxation, should be administered 
by public agencies and should not be allocated to private 
agencies except when the proper care of the people makes it 
imperative, 


State-wide Convocations Promote Unity ’ 


HE STATE convocations of ministers held in 
recent weeks have meant an encouragement, 
evidencing vitality and influence in the codpera- 

tive movement despite the difficult times. We present 
brief reports of these meetings so far as they have come 
to the BULLETIN. 


NEBRASKA 

The fourth Nebraska Ministers’ Convocation, Janu- 
ary 15-17, in Lincoln, was the most largely attended 
convocation ever held in the state. Ministers were 
present from fifty-seven counties of the state and from 
eleven denominations. The banquet, with about 250 
seated at the tables, was the occasion for launching the 
newly expanded organization, the Nebraska Council of 
Churches and Christian Education. The speakers at 
the convocation included: Dr. Arthur E. Holt, Dr. 
Charles W. Gilkey, Rev. Harry C. Munro, Bishop 
Charles L. Mead and Dr. Frank G. Smith. 


Towa 
The third Iowa Convocation of Ministers, held in 


Des Moines, January 23-25, was unanimously voted to 
be the best yet held from every standpoint. The regis- 
tration revealed more than 250 ministers present, repre- 
senting sixteen denominations and coming from ninety- 
four cities. Edward A. Steiner’s lectures were heart- 
searching; Bishop Francis J. McConnell’s a challenge 
to enlarge the social conscience. Rt. Rev. Harry 
Longley and Rabbi Julius Gordon were banquet speak- 
ers with great messages. Dr. Samuel Garvin, Convoca- 
tion Chaplain, prepared the minds of the ministers for 
the discussion of the theme: “Christianity at the Cross- 
roads.” Dr. S. D. Huff, of Sioux City, was elected 
President and Mrs. Decie F. Dunkley Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The fifth annual State Convention of the Pennsyl- 
vania Council of Churches, meeting at Harrisburg, 
January 29 and 30, made a new record in attendance 
and in the spirit of unity. Over eight hundred attended, 
official delegates being named by twenty-four denomina- 
tions. The convention theme was “Adventuring with 
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Jesus Christ.” Bishop M. T. Maze of the Evangelical 
Church was chairman. The program was built around 
the Five-Point Program of the Council, including 
comity and missions, Christian education, social service, 
international relations and evangelism. ‘The speakers 
included: Rev. Albert W. Beaven, Rev. Peter K. 
Emmons, Rev. Paul Scherer, Bishop William F. Mc- 
Dowell, Professor Gaius J. Slosser, Rev. Daniel A. 
Poling, Rev. S. C. Hoover, and Harry N. Holmes. A 
Women’s Conference was also held and a Department 
of Women organized. The Council welcomed one new 
denomination into its membership, the Eastern District 
Conference of the Mennonite Church of N. A. 


OHIO 

The Ohio State Pastors’ Convention, held in Colum- 
-bus at the end of January and the beginning of Febru- 
ary, was the fifteenth annual session. It brought to- 
gether nearly 700 ministers from the state to consider 
the theme, “Our Ministry in the New Era.” This 
gathering has come to be a great occasion for the dis- 
cussion of contemporary problems with which the 
churches are concerned. The assembled ministers gave 
strong support to the question of Ohio State University 
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willingness to take military training. The NRA was 
the subject of much debate, some aspects of the pro- 
gram being especially praised as being in line with 
Christian social ideals, others being criticized as not 
going far enough. Dr. Hugh I. Evans, pastor of the 
Westminster Church of Dayton, was elected chairman 
of the Pastors’ Convention for 1935. 


OKLAHOMA 

The Ministers’ Convocation and the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Oklahoma Council of Churches were held in 
Ponca City, Okla., February 22 and 23. The Annual 
Convention of the Oklahoma Council of Christian Edu- 
cation was held at the same place and time. The inspi- 
rational assemblies were held jointly, a plan that has 
proved satisfactory for several years. The two state 
councils have articles of agreement looking toward a 
merger when the opportune time arrives. The min- 
isters’ retreat was held separately, and was a time of 
heart searching. Dr. W. O. Mendenhall, President of 
the Friends’ University, Wichita, Kansas, was the 
leader. While all the speakers were chosen with refer- 
ence to nearness, the quality of the Convocation was 
never better; and in symmetry of program there was a 
distinct advance. 


Dr. Gulick Honored 


students who had been suspended because of their un- 
DINNER IN HONOR of Dr. Sidney L. 
A Gulick, Secretary of the Federal Council’s De- 
partment of International Justice and Good- 
will, will be tendered him on April 10 at the Riverside 
Church, New York. On January 1, Dr. Gulick com- 
pleted twenty-five eventful years of service with the 
Federal Council. No Christian leader has had a more 
creative part in bringing about a day in which the 
churches are foremost among advocates of peace. 

After having been a distinguished missionary in 
Japan under the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions for twenty-five years, Dr. Gulick was 
sent to this country by the missionary forces of Japan 
for the purpose of trying to interpret Japan and the 
United States to each other, and to release influences 
which would prevent further tension between the two 
nations. In this connection he took up his work with 
the Federal Council. In 1915 he was sent to Japan 
by the Council with Dr. Shailer Mathews, then Presi- 
dent of the Council, on an embassy of goodwill and 
understanding. In 1922-1923, he made an extensive 
visit to China, Korea and Japan, in the interest of bind- 
ing the Christian forces of those countries and the 
United States more closely to each other. He was pres- 
ent at the Conference in Constance which brought the 
World Alliance for International Friendship Through 
the Churches into being. One of his most distinctive 
contributions to world understanding during recent 
years has been the initiation of the Committee on World 
Friendship Among Children and the successful carry- 


ing out of its projects for understanding between the 
children of this country and those of Japan, China, 
Mexico and the Philippines. 

The speakers at the Testimonial Dinner in Dr. 
Gulick’s honor will be, His Excellency Hiroshi Saito, 
Japanese Ambassador to the United States; Dr. John 
H. Finley, Editor, The New York Times; Dr. Charles 
E. Jefferson, Pastor Emeritus, Broadway Tabernacle 
Church; Dr. Fred F. Goodsell, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent of the American Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions, and Dr. Cavert and Mr. Van Kirk of 
the Federal Council. Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, Gen- 
eral Secretary Emeritus of the Federal Council, will be 
the toastmaster, 


For the Devotional Life 


The “Fellowship of Prayer,” used in 650,000 homes 
during the Lenten Season, has had such a widespread 
influence in restoring the practice of a daily period of 
prayer and meditation that the Federal Council’s De- 
partment of Evangelism is now promoting the monthly 
devotional magazine, To-day, for similar use through- 
out the year. This is done by a cooperative arrange- 
ment with the Presbyterian Board of Christian Educa- 
tion. The subscription price of this little magazine, 
which has already come to be greatly appreciated, is 
60 cents a year, $1.00 for two years. Sample copies 
can be had upon request to the Federal Council at 105 
East 22nd Street, New York, 
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Dital Control 


A Collection of Essays by Lynn Harold Hough 


Vital Control, Forest Essays, First Series. By Lynn Harold Hough. 
Net, $2.00. New York, Cincinnati, Chicago, Boston, Pittsburgh, Detroit, 
Kansas City, San Francisco, Portland, Ore. The Abingdon Press. 


AS any other university just such a combination as 
H this? ‘‘Lynn Harold Hough, Professor of Homiletics 
and Comprehensive Scholarship, Drew University.” 
All the English-speaking world knows that he is a 
great and fascinating preacher. The present volume of essays 
and criticisms is an index to his comprehensive scholarship. In 
one of these essays he joins the two: “Comprehensive Scholarship 
and Religious Thought.’”’ The volume is not only dedicated to 
Professor Irving Babbitt of Harvard, but is really a memorial 
to his service to critical humanism. Dr. Hough discriminates 
carefully between this critical, literary humanism and the ‘“‘reli- 
gious’ humanism which ends in agnosticism. He brings together 
these two quotations from Professor Babbitt: ‘Between the 
humanist and the authentic Christian, on the other hand, there 
is room for important co-operation,” and “for my own part I 
tange myself unhesitatingly on the side of the supernaturalists.”’ 
Professor Hough says that the noisy, undisciplined voices of the 
crowd sometimes drown the voices of the best men, ‘‘but the 
secrets of persistence belong to the best voices.’ Then he com- 
pares Sinclair Lewis’s “‘Babbitt’’ with Dr. Irving Babbitt, who 
has ‘“‘pointed the way to a discipline which will glow with spon- 
taneous and free-moving vitality, and to an enthusiasm which 
shall feel the firm hand of permanent standards.” 

In the second essay it is interesting to see Gamaliel Bradford 
“‘psychographed” as “‘a magnificent and meticulous dilettante,” 
and to be told: ‘Far as his own affections wandered from the 
Puritan loyalties, the Puritan tradition was bone of his bone 
and flesh of his flesh.” Of Lawrence Hyde he says: “His think- 
ing has been characterized by an entirely laudable resolution 
not beguiled by those rubber stamp phrases which even among 
the intelligent are so often accepted as a substitute for thought.” 
Commenting on the eighteen volumes of Paul Elmer More com- 
prising ‘‘Shelburne Essays” and “‘Greek Tradition,” Dr. Hough 
says: “From the banks of the Ganges through Athens and Rome 
—and through a vicarious experience of the vast and varied life 
and literature of the west—he has come at last to Jerusalem. 
And there securely enthroned, he has found the Son of man 
who is the Son of God.” 

One marvels at the breadth and depth of the reading. 

preacher-professor, poetry, contemporary li 
psychology, history, modern science, zsthet: 
and religion. Ninety-six of these works ar 
bibliographies at the close of the several ess 
are touched on in the course of the discus 
reviews, criticisms and essays, Dr. Hough t 
as “Sin and Salvation in an Age of Scien 
“The Universal Church” and “Art and Re 

No other American preacher, at least, has 
nor visioned the breadth of the criticism o 
has Lynn Harold Hough. He is as good a 
former editor of the British Weekly and 
was. In the felicity and charm of his dictio! 
Yet he is no mere “high-brow” or intellectt 
that word he likes to use, “‘vital.’”” Cult 
scholarship have only better fitted him to s 
with living, throbbing hearts. Lynn Haro 
therefore he speaks. 

‘Reprinted from The Boston Tran 69 Fifth Ave. 


men. 


on or ths higher criticism, show-~ 
ing how social conditions like those 
around us were the motive power in 
evolution of monotheism. 
for entertainment and study, com- 
mended by leading scholars end clergy- 


By the Waters 
of Babylon 


A Story of Ancient Israel 
By LOUIS WALLIS 


$2.00, from booksellers, or 


The Macmillan Co. 
New York City 
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Dr. Millar Resigns 


Dr. William B. Millar, who for thirteen years has 
been General Secretary of the Greater New York Fed- 
eration of Churches, retired on March 1. During his 
leadership the Federation has grown in the scope of its 
activities, and in its importance as a representative 
body. 

As organizer of the Army and Navy Department of 
the Y. M. C. A. in his earlier years, Dr. Millar came 
into prominence in Europe and the Far East. Enlist- 
ing the interest of influential friends, funds were 
secured for well-equipped buildings for soldiers and 
sailors at many strategic points. His service laid the 
foundation on which was later built the vast work of 
the “Y” during the World War. 

In 1910, Dr. Millar became the executive of the 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement in the United States 
and Canada and gave the next decade of his life to its 
work, during which time great conventions were held 
across the country, arousing the interest of laymen in 
the cause of foreign missions. While in this position 
Dr. Millar took an important part in organizing “Near 
East Relief.” 

Under Dr. Millar’s leadership the merger of the New 
York Sunday School Association with the New York 
Federation of Churches was effected in 1921. He was 
influential in initiating religious broadcasting in 1923, 
which has now grown to a nation-wide service, 


Pacific Affairs 


World interest unquestionably centers increasingly 
in the Pacific. Keen students of international ques- 
tions are eagerly peering into the future relations of the 
countries bordering on this vast ocean. Because of the 
growing importance of the Pacific area, the Institute of 
Pacific Relations was organized in 1925 and has not 
only held its biennial conferences and issued its volu- 


3 a Dh an x 
disillusionett but soa Micirencaree ‘the 
story contained within these pages. 
PEACE AND WAR, By GuUGLIELMO FERRERO. 

Translated by Bertha Pritchard. Mac- 

millan. $3.25, 

A distinguished historian handles the 
peace problem in a very realistic manner. 
He does not indulge in “wish-thinking.” 
His observations and conclusions are 
based upon facts and inferences drawn 
from facts. The solution of the problem 
of peace, according to the author, is “as 
vital for the Vatican as for Wall Street, 
for the Labor Party as for the English 
aristocracy. 


Tue Menace or Fascism.. By John 

Strachey. Covici Friede. $2.25. 

This English defender of the rights of 
the people as against the prerogatives of 
the dictator states his case in a way that 
is both compelling and convincing. He 
diagnoses the social, economic, and politi- 
cal conditions out of which Fascism is 
most likely to emerge and presents his 


A book 
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Church Conference of Social Work 


HIS, THE fifth Church Conference, meets in 

fk Kansas City, Missouri, May 20-26. Head- 

quarters and most meetings are to be held at 

the Hotel Kansas Citian near the National Conference 

of Social Work headquarters. Conference dues of one 
dollar give reduced fare privileges to delegates. 

The National Conference of Social Work programs 
will center around the New Deal. All mornings up to 
one o'clock are kept free for the very important Divi- 
sion meetings of the National Conference, in which the 
churches are vitally interested. These are open to 
church delegates who are also members of the National 
Conference, or who care to take advantage of a special 
$3.00 membership. 

The Church Conference discussions will center on 


the churches and the New Deal, better motion pictures, 
church social work by women, training of volunteers, 
family counseling, trends in church service for depend- 
ent children, and reports of studies made by special 
committees during the year on standards of church social 
work, curricula of church training schools, and a job 
analysis of church social workers. The final program 
and speakers will be announced in April. 

After nine years of service with the Federal Council, 
Miss A. Amelia Wyckoff resigned on February 1, to 
become assistant to the Principal of the John C. Camp- 
bell Folk School, Brasstown, N. C. Miss Wyckoff was 
Secretary of the Church Conference of Social Work, 
after having served as Office Secretary of the Commis- 
sion on the Church and Social Service. 


Catholics, Protestants, Jews Join in “Brotherhood Day” 


DAY ON WHICH Protestants, Catholics and 

Jews can meet together for better mutual 

understanding is-to be observed on Sunday, 
April 29, as “Brotherhood Day,’ sponsored by the 
National Conference of Jews and Christians. In scores 
of cities and towns announcements have been made of 
plans to observe the day. The purpose is to emphasize 
the fact that the energies of Americans should be turned 
in the direction of joint constructive efforts among citi- 
zens of various religious affiliations. The day will not 
deal with doctrinal differences, it will not promote com- 
mon worship; and it will not suggest a weakening of 
anyone’s convictions. Its aim is rather to enable Ameri- 
can Protestants, Catholics and Jews “to rise above old 
suspicions and prejudices, to look for ways of effec- 
tively working together in this crisis as citizens of 
American democracy, and to maintain and safeguard 


the American ideal of religious freedom and brother- 
hood.” 


for the purpose of trying to interpret Japan and the 
United States to each other, and to release influences 
which would prevent further tension between the two 
nations. In this connection he took up his work with 
the Federal Council. In 1915 he was sent to Japan 
by the Council with Dr. Shailer Mathews, then Presi- 
dent of the Council, on an embassy of goodwill and 
understanding. In 1922-1923, he made an extensive 
visit to China, Korea and Japan, in the interest of bind- 
ing the Christian forces of those countries and the 
United States more closely to each other. He was pres- 
ent at the Conference in Constance which brought the 
World Alliance for International Friendship Through 
the Churches into being. One of his most distinctive 
contributions to world understanding during recent 
years has been the initiation of the Committee on World 
Friendship Among Children and the successful carry- 


An afternoon civic mass meeting is proposed, to be 
held elsewhere than in a place of worship, with repre- 
sentatives of Catholics, Protestants and Jews discussing 
plans for a definite program of joint activities for 
human welfare. Other suggested activities include spe- 
cial sermons, local radio broadcasts, brotherhood dia- 
logues or talks in Sunday schools, discussions in young 
people’s societies, women’s clubs and men’s service clubs 
to be held during the week. 

Free samples of suggestive materials are obtainable 
from the National Conference of Jews and Christians, 
289 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

“There is real point in focusing thought on this inter- 
group understanding in a national way,” wrote Dr. 
Ralph W. Sockman of Christ Church, Methodist Epis- 
copal, New York. “It should enlist the fullest sym- 
pathy of every American citizen,’ according to Dr. 
George W. Truett of First Baptist Church, Dallas, 
Texas. 
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AMONG THE BEST NEW BOOKS 


Methods in Sociology 
A Critical Study 


By CuHartes A, ELttwoop 
Duke University Press. $1.50. 


Professor Charles A. Ellwood, out of 
aml acquaintance with the field of soci- 
ology which few men can equal, has pre- 
sented his interpretation of sociological 
method and of the relation between 
sociology and life. His emphasis is upon 
dependable social facts and adequate in- 
terpretation. Over against the attempt 
of some writers to deal with sociology 
by natural science methods, he appeals 
for a broadening of method to include all 
dependable means of testing the truth or 
falsity of social theorizing. 

All sciences advance by broad hypoth- 
eses as well as by careful collection of 
facts. The inadequacy of behaviorism 
in the socia. sciences grows out of its 
unwillingness to give adequate place to 
non-material phenomena, whereas these 
sciences are much more sciences of cul- 
ture than of nature. For them the cul- 
tural conception of society is basic, 
Scientific sociology calls for the synthesis 
of all methods which will yield truth in 
this field, such as observation, surveys, 
and statistical studies, but without ade- 
quate interpretation the mere facts are 
relatively useless, 

In addition to a very thought-provok- 
ing treatment of the problem of method, 
the writer makes an application of his 
philosophy of society to ethics, govern- 
ment, social work, and education. Civ- 
ilization is an outcome of a long period 
of cultural growth. The results of this 
growth are to be transmitted by an edu- 
cative process, conscious or unconscious. 
The socialization of education is de- 
manded to make education itself of the 


utmost usefulness as a tool of welfare 
and of progress. While this book is of 
interest to the specialist, it may be recom-~- 
mended also to the reader interested in 
the science and the philosophy of human 
society. In the treatment of the relation 
between sociology and ethics as well as in 
its general viewpoint it is worthy of the 
careful attention of religious leaders. 
Letanp Foster Woon, 


The Idea of National Interest 


By Cuaries A. BEARD 
Macmillan. $3.75. 

No student of national welfare can 
afford to be unacquainted with this search- 
ing analysis of what true national interest 
is. Just as “national honor” in diplo- 
macy has given place to “national inter- 
est,” so the latter term assumes larger 
proportions, as especially set forth in the 
chapter on “moral obligation in national 
interest.” 


Can Christ Save Society? 


By A. E. GArRvIE 
Abingdon Press. $1.00. 


On both sides of the Atlantic there is a 
group of thoughtful readers who eagerly 
welcome eyerything from the pen of 
Doctor Garvie, who for many years has 
been the distinguished Principal of Hack- 
ney and New Colleges and one of the 
foremost scholars and leaders in the Free 
Churches of England. The present vol- 
ume is a short and simple one as com- 
pared with the voluminous works of 
theological scholarship which Doctor 
Garvie has previously written, but, in 
many ways, this may be regarded as an 
epitome of his writing and teaching. It 
deals primarily with the present economic 
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Contemporary 
American 
Literature 

and Religion 


by HALFORD E. LUCCOCK 


Rare is that book which gives a changed out- 
look on life. Prof. Luccock strips modern 
writers of externalities and reveals their spir- 
itual significance. In this you delve 
beneath mere content to the meaning and sig- 
nificance of Sinclair Lewis, Aldous Huxley, 
James Joyce, D. H. Lawrence, Dorothy Par- 
ker and 100 other contemporary authors. 


* 


A book that is incisive, authoritative, and epi- 
grammatic. An instance: ‘‘We can learn more 
of the sickness of soul of New York City from 
Michael Gold’s ‘Jews Without Money’than from 
all the reports of the Federation of Churches 
published in the last thirty years.” 


* 
A book that plumbs the spirituality of our to- 


day. 310 pages, $2.00. Order from your own 
er, Or ; 


WILLETT, CLARK & COMPANY y@uCAS°. 


Speaking to 
the Conditions 
of Today 


Remarkable new story, based 
upon Biblical higher criticism, show- 
ing how social conditions like those 
around us were the motive power in 
evolution of monotheism. A book 
for entertainment and study, com- 
mended by leading scholars end clergy- 
men, 


By the Waters 
of Babylon 


A Story of Ancient Israel 
By LOUIS WALLIS 


$2.00, from booksellers, or 


The Macmillan Co. 
60 Fifth Ave. New York City 


and international situation, being marked 
both by an unflinching realism and by a 
quality of undaunted Christian faith. 
The author’s outlook on life unites per- 
sonal religious convictions with a grow- 
ing social passion in a way that makes 
the relation of Christianity and eco- 
nomics seem inescapable, 


The Life of Cardinal Mercier 


By Joun A, GApE 
Scribner. $2.75. 

This volume presents to us not only an 
attractive and heroic figure, but also a 
man who exemplified the Roman Catholic 
faith at its best, revealed in genuine 
piety, wisdom, practical service, reverent 
scholarship, liberality of thinking, with an 
intrepid spirit and an unquenchable faith. 
Students of Christian unity will find in 
Cardinal Mercier’s attitude the closest 
possible approach to any possibility of 
“reunion.” 


The Trail of Life in the 
Middle Years 


By Rurus M. Jones 
Macmillan. $2.00. 

This third chapter of the author’s biog- 
raphy deals with his life from thirty to 
fifty, touching illuminatingly on many 
great Christian currents, movements and 
interests, entering deeply into their mean- 
ing with the interpreter’s mystical reli- 
gious insight, but at the same time with 
enlivening illustration and practical 
teaching. 


New Books on World 


Problems 


TESTAMENT OF YouTH. By Vera Brit- 
tain. Macmillan. $2.50. 

There is a reason for this book being 
one of the current “best sellers.” A young 
English woman tells of the dark years of 
the war in a moving manner. We see 
what the war did to her mind, to the 
minds of her friends and loved ones. It 
is more than a war story; it is the story 
of young England. Youth, broken in 
spirit, but not wholly crippled in purpose, 
disillusioned but not discouraged, is the 
story contained within these pages. 


PEACE AND WAR, By GUGLIELMO FERRERO. 
Translated by Bertha Pritchard. Mac- 
millan. $3.25. 

A distinguished historian handles the 
peace problem in a very realistic manner. 
He does not indulge in “wish-thinking.” 
His observations and conclusions are 
based upon facts and inferences drawn 
from facts. The solution of the problem 
of peace, according to the author, is “as 
vital for the Vatican as for Wall Street, 
for the Labor Party as for the English 
aristocracy. . om 


Tue Menace or Fascism.. By John 

Strachey. Covici Friede. $2.25. 

This English defender of the rights of 
the people as against the prerogatives of 
the dictator states his case in a way that 
is both compelling and convincing. He 
diagnoses the social, economic, and politi- 
cal conditions out of which Fascism is 
most likely to emerge and presents his 
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ideas. as to how it is to be avoided in 
England and elsewhere. 


Eurore SINCE 1914. By F. Lee Benns. 

Rene Edition. S. Crofts & Co. 

5 

A volume of exceptional value for stu- 
dents—compact, comprehensive, concise 
and objective. There are voluminous 
bibliographical references for each chap- 
ter. Though the book is primarily con- 
cerned with Europe, the last two chapters 
deal with the Near, Middle and Far East. 


INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION. By Har- 
old M. Vinacke. F. S. Crofts & Co. 
$5. 

A careful, scholarly, illuminating state- 
ment of facts and considerations such as 
one expects from the pen of Professor 
Vinacke. A volume of extreme value for 
students of international relations and the 
problem of organizing the world for 
peace, and worthy of an extensive review. 


“GATHER UP 
THE FRAGMENTS......+.2” 
Deo gold and silver fragments, 


jewelry, spectacles, dental gold, etc., are 

to be found in all homes. Put your 
precious metal to work. It can be converted 
into cash for use in your church benevyo- 
lences, to pay off your debt or halance your 
budget. For further information, please 
write to: 


National Reclaiming Associates, Inc. 
501 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
Church Campaign Department, Box 5 


A SECURE INCOME 


(414 to 9 per cent) 
To you and your dependents 


Regular 
Generous 
Guaranteed 
Unvarying 


Your gift on the 


ANNUITY 
PLAN 


will provide it for you and 
make you a partner in telling 
the people of the world about 
Christ. 


ERNEST F. HALL, Secretary 
DEPARTMENT OF ANNUITIES 


Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Please send full information about 

your annuity gift plan. 

Name ........ 


Address...... 
F.C.B. 4°34 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


WuitnHer AsitA? By Kenneth Saunders. 


Macmillan. $2. 


A fresh study in fascinating style of 
Asia’s three great modern leaders, 
Gandhi, Hu Shih and Kagawa, with an 
illuminating introduction, and an inspir- 
ing conclusion on “The Modern Spirit 
and the Ancient East.” A volume of in- 
formation and interpretation. 


Tue ARMAMENTS Racker. By P. E. T. 
Widdrington. Morehouse Publishing 
Gav Y25c: 

A brief and forceful presentation of 
the reasons why the disarmament move- 
ment is so slow. Although there is un- 
doubtedly a widespread desire for world 
disarmament, disarmament has made 
little progress because of the existence 
of “a monstrous conspiracy, world-wide 
in its extent and ruthless in its meth- 
ods”—the trade in arms. 


HOW CAN 
i FIND 
GOD? 


By LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD 


A searching and arresting treatment of an 
all-important question, by one of the most 
brilliant of today’s British preachers. 

Sidney Berry says: ‘Leaves us with Jesus en- 
throned, living, supreme, effectual in our contem- 
porary experience. The study is aoely dazzling 
in its fertility of thought.” Price, $1.50 


EASTER ISSUES 


HUGH T. KERR, D.D. 


AFTER HE HAD RISEN 


Dr. Kerr's latest work is a study of the period 
that elapsed between Haster and Pentecost which 
he believes is necessary today because of the spir- 
itual let-down that usually follows immediately 
after Easter. $1.00 


JAMES BLACK, D.D. 
Minister of St. George’s West, Edinburgh 


THE BOYS PLAY SOLDIERS 


A story of how the shadow of the cross fell across 
Mary of Nazareth during the “hidden years’’ of 
Jesus. 60c. 


PROF. A. T. ROBERTSON (of Louisville) 


PASSING ON THE TORCH 


A new volume of addresses and penetrative studies 
of famous Bible characters by the noted New 
Testament scholar. <A distinct event in this year’s 
publishing. $1.75 


NEW BIBLE 
EVIDENCE 


From Recent Excavations in Bible Lands 
(1925-1933) 


By SIR CHARLES MARSTON, F.S.A. 


London Times Review says: “No minister of any 

eon ces of though. should miss this remarkable 
. + +» a masterly survey of exactly what all 

andere want today!”’ $2.00 


(At All Book Stores) 


Fleming H. Revell Company 
158 Fifth Avenue New York 


* 


April, 1934 


The TRAIL of LIFE 
in the 
MIDDLE YEARS 
by Rufus M. Jones 


This latest book by a popular author 
is the continuation of the autobio- 
graphical story of his religious de- 
velopment, begun in his first two 
“Trail” books. This volume covers 
the creative period between the ages 
of thirty and fifty. Dr. Jones 
describes his experiences in a very 
human way, interpreting the place 
of Christ in a modern man’s life 
with vividness and reality. Colorful 
incidents and anecdotes make the 
story a thoroughly interesting one. 
$2.00 


The most INFORMATIVE book 
on the subject. 


The NEW CHURCH 
and the 
NEW GERMANY 


by C. JS. Macfarland 


Fully authenticated by personal 
interviews with Hitler, Mueller, 
Barth and more than sixty of the 
other principals in the most crucial 
conflict in modern Germany, Dr. 
Macfarland reveals many illumi- 
nating facts never before made 
public. His is the most inclusive, re- 
vealing summary of the position of 
the churches in Nazi Germany yet 
published. $2.25 


ETHICS and MORAL 
TOLERANCE 
by 
Airthur Kenyon Rogers 


Ts morality a problem that each man 
must solve for himself? Can history, 
tradition, custom, religion be relied 
upon to give the right answer to 
each individual’s problem? This 
new book offers very sound answers 
to these questions through a remark- 
ably clear, thorough analysis of the 
fundamentals of ethical experience. 
$2.50 


The Macmillan Company 
60 Fifth Avenue New York 


ONE DOLLAR A MONTH Abingdon Books 


WILL PROVIDE FOOD Facing Our Day 


By William Chalmers Covert 

FOR A "To those who wish like the sons of Issachar to have ‘an 
understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to 

ST ARVING P ATIENT do,’ Dr. Covert has provided a useful guide, His rich 
experiences equip him to discern the specific problems 

which now confront the Church and to deal with them 

with mature optimism from the Christian and forward- 

looking point of view.’’—Dr. G. Ross Stevenson, President 


at one of our leper colonies in Princeton Theological Seminary. 
Net, $1.50, postpaid 


Africa where locusts have Can Christ Save Society? 
By A. E, Garvie 
recently destroyed “A timely, thought-stirring book. Those who doubt that 
Christianity has an adequate, effective remedy for the ills 
ALL h of society, or those who are vague as to what this remedy 
the crops is, should read it.”—The Living Church. 


Net, $1,00, postpaid 


Russia Challenges Religion 
By George Mecklenburg 
THE NEED IS TRAGIC! This book is the outcome of Dr. Mecklenburg’s three 


visits to Russia. He was stirred and challenged by what 
he saw in Russia and feels very definitely that the church 
must become more active and more interested in preach- 
ing a dynamic saving gospel or the church will lose out in 
other parts of the world just as it did in Russia. 

Net, $1.00, postpaid 


AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, Inc. Christian Parenthood 


Room 1118-R, 156 Fifth Ave. In a Changing World 
New York City By J. H. Montgomery 


“Dr. Montgomery begins with the difficulty parents have 

to ee themselves to a rapidly changing world, but 
; shows that they have many opportunities to prepare 

Jp ecial Of; ik er themselves for their responsibilities. The whole recent 

tation is simple, clear, and up to date in its psychological 

and pedagogical principles, and is fitted for either indi- 

vidual study or for groups.”—The Journal of Religion. 

Net, 50 cents, postpaid 


Yearbook of American 


Temperance and the 
Churches Changing Liquor Situation 


By Deets Pickett 


@ A new study book by an author eminently qualified to 
handle this subject. Dr. Pickett discusses the present 
situation, describes seek arrived ee us 

° that we have undiminished the menacing alcohol habit 
Edited by Herman C. Weber and business, evaluates plans for control, and confronts 
; the reader with two practical challenges, Shall I drink? 
and What shall I do about those who do drink? The book 
has a bibliography, a resource guide and questions for 


The one comprehensive and authoritative eiaks’ treatntent’ 


reference volume on American religious Net, 65 cents, postpaid 
life and organization. Discipleship 
By Leslie D. Weatherhead 
@ “A constructive treatment of the technique underlying 


the Oxford Group Movement, It is by one of the sanest 
and most scholarly of the younger British preachers. 


Offered at $2.00 (regular price is The book is church-centered and not group-centered and 
: : wisely corrects some of the misplaced emphasis of the 
$3.00) by a special arrangement group movement. It is a sane, helpful, spiritual-minded 


volume of Christian addresses to the hungry-hearted of 
our generation,”’—Presbyterian Banner. 


Net, $1.00, postpaid 
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE AER SE ST 


At the Better Bookshops 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA THE ABINGDON PRESS 


with publishers if ordered through 


105 East 22nd Street NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
NEW YORK, N. Y. BOSTON PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
DETROIT KANSAS CITY PORTLAND, ORE. 


$5,000” for YOU. 


Under the NEW M.L. C. U. 


$1000 


Endowment-at-age Fa) 

policy at substantially _fekeets 
less cost than most 
whole life policies 


It is a sound, conservative Legal Reserve contract, it 
carries Cash Surrender or Loan Values, Extended and Paid- 
Up Insurance options, and other attractive features of the 
usual Ordinary Life policy, and in addition to that it pays 
its full face to the insured if living on his 75th birthday. 


For a small additional cost it provides a permanent total disability in- 
demnity of $10 per month per thousand ($50 per month on a $5000 
policy) for disabilities arising before age 60. Dividends under the 
policy are generous. 


The Ministers Life and Casualty Union provides those who are eligible 
to its protection more sound insurance per dollar of cost. 


Drop us a card or mail the coupon. No obligation. No agent. 


$$ eeeeeeeeeSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 
THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 


(Organized 1900) 
19th Floor, Wesley Temple, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Please send me information concerning your ENDOWMENT AT-AGE-75 policy as announced 
in the April issue of Tas FeperaL Counci, BuLLETIN. — 
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Month Day Year 
LIFE, ACCIDENT AND SICK BENEFIT INSURANCE AT BOTTOM CosT FOR CLERGYMEN ONLY. 


